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Local Peace and Justice Organizations, Labor Rights Advocates Mark Second
Anniversary of Bush’s War and Occupation with Teach-in and Peace March.
"For the past several weeks the Bush spin-doctors have been campaigning to convince
the world that there's been an outbreak of democracy in the Middle East, and that we
have Bush's bloody war and occupation to thank," said William Seaman, a volunteer
with the Portland Peaceful Response Coalition, one of the co-sponsors for the teach-in
and peace march. "Aside from the obvious questions of whether a democratic
revolution is actually happening and whether the people of the region deserve the credit
for democratic progress rather than Bush, and the more disturbing suggestion that what
is needed for democratic reform is bloody war and occupation, our country faces the
damning facts that Bush's war has killed over 100,000 Iraqi civilians,1 and over 1,500
US soldiers have died, with uncountable thousands of injured."
"As we approach the second anniversary of Bush's attack on Iraq, we're faced with
another PR campaign, the latest pack of lies offered up by Bush & Co., to rationalize
this criminal war," said Seaman. “The reality is that the election, such as it was, went
ahead in Iraq in spite of Paul Bremer’s opposition to a popular vote,2 the vote itself was
marred by the continued insecurity – so much so that most candidates’ names had to be
kept secret from the voters – and the country remains a shambles in spite of billions of
US tax-payers’ dollars and billions of US dollars in Iraqi assets having been given away
in no-bid contracts to Bush’s corporate crony pals, or siphoned off by corrupt US war
profiteers.”3
Seaman said that the teach-in will provide a setting for discussion and debate of
questions now facing Portland’s peace and justice community, as well as providing a
venue for promoting a recently-announced campaign calling on Governor Kulongoski to
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bring Oregon’s National Guard troops home. “We will be hearing from veterans and
military families, from trade unionists and students, from members of the Iranian and
Palestinian communities, and from scholars and activists,” explained Seaman.
“Together we hope to both learn from each other and begin to map new directions and
strategies for opposing Bush’s wars and occupations.”
The Teach-in, scheduled to begin at 10:00 am this coming Saturday, will focus on US
foreign policy and local peace activism, with “break-out” discussions covering topics
ranging from organizing in schools and labor unions, to draft counseling and antirecruitment campaigns. Formal presentations will cover the US occupations in Iraq and
Afghanistan, the Israeli occupation of the West Bank and Gaza, US threats of
aggression against Iran and Syria, military families’ perspectives on the wars, and
representatives from local veterans organizations.
The title of the event is "Saying No to War and Occupation: Teach-in and Peace March,
Two Years Later." Cosponsors include Peace and Justice Works Iraq Affinity Group,
Portland Peaceful Response Coalition, PSU Students United for Nonviolence, Portland
Campus Christian Ministry, and others. Endorsers include Portland Jobs with Justice,
War Resisters League-Portland, Women’s International League for Peace and
Freedom, Jews for Global Justice, and others.
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